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spurn their corpses. Even you do not realise how
dangerous their position is, and yet they ought to be
made to understand it." The feeling with which
Mirabeau spoke convinced 'the Count that he was not
the king's enemy, and he believed in the sincerity of
his gratitude to himself for an act of true and generous
friendship.

He had lent him money soon after the death of his
father, and proposed henceforth to advance to him
50 louis monthly, which, with his allowance as deputy
(18 livres per diem), would enable him to live till he
was in a position to settle with his creditors, who would
be less pressing now that they had the security of the
property into the possession of which he would come
when his father's estate was wound up. Mirabeau, it
seems, did not think it necessary to explain the hopeless
confusion of his father's affairs to his friend, nor that
nothing had been left to him except the settled estates,
the income of which was insufficient to pay the interest
on mortgages and other encumbrances. " I told him,"
says La Marck, "that if he accepted my proposal, I
hoped that he would be in a position of independence
and enabled to devote himself wholly to the public
good and to his own fame. I cannot reproduce all his
expressions of friendship. The heartfelt and convincing
eloquence with which he gave utterance to his emotions
confirmed me more and more in my conviction that
there was much in the heart of such a man on which
one might safely rely; and here I would repeat that
up to the time of his death his actions never belied the
feelings he professed for me. More than once when,
irritated by his revolutionary language in the Assembly,